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but in its upper part the whole web is white; the next rec- 
triees have only a white margin on the upper part of the 
onter web. The quills are dark brown, with yellowish-white 
margins on the outer webs and tips, similarly tipped on the 
secondaries; the outer web of the primaries is altogether 
white; the tertiary quills, as well as the upper wing-coverts, 
have a wide border the same colour as the baek. he lining 
of the wings and feathers under the shoulders are white. 

The female, like others of the genus Ofocorys, has a nar- 
rower black belt on the breast; the sides of the throat and 
head are blackish brown (they are black in the male), be- 
coming sandy yellowish on the crown, assimilating to the 
upper part of the body. 

This species—named by me after my travelling companion, 
P. P. Teleschow, senior subaltern of the Trans-Baikalian Cos- 
sacks, who prepared the skins of all specimens obtained on 
my fourth journey, and actively cooperated in the general 
work of the expedition—frequents the mountainous border 
of Northern Tibet, in the region between the gorges of the 
Cherehen and Khoten, i.e., the newly discovered Russian 
range and that of Keria. Besides this, O. feleschowi was 
first met with by us in the Chamen-tagh range, on the Tibetan 
plateau, to the west of Gass. It is, however, more common 
in the Russian range, where it haunts springs and rivulets at 
the entrances of defiles along the northern foot of the moun- 
tains. Its note, flight, and habits are not distinguishable 
from those of O. albigula, which it replaces in the above- 
mentioned ranges. 


XLI.—Description of a rare Species of Plover from the 
Cameroons Coast. By Captain G. E. SneLLEY, F.Z.S. 


Mr. H. H. Jounston has recently sent home a small collec- 

tion of West Afriean birds, procured by him in the swampy 

marshes of the Rio del Rey, near the Cameroons. ‘This col- 

lection contained two specimens of a Plover entirely un- 

known to me, so I consulted Mr. Seebohm, who is preparing 
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a volume on the geographical distribution of this order of 
birds, and who finds that this Cameroons species is very dis- 
tinct from anything that he has hitherto seen. He is, how- 
ever, of opinion that it would be unwise to describe it as 
a new species, since it will most likely prove to be the adult of 
Lobivanellus superciliosus of Dr. Reichenow, which was de- 
scribed in the ‘ Journal fiir Ornithologie,’ 1886, p. 119, and 
figured on plate i. fig. 2. That description was taken from a 
“ young, apparently not completely coloured individual,” ob- 
tained by Dr. Bohm and Mr. Paul Reichard at Marungu, on 
the south-west shores of Lake Tanganyika, in Central Africa. 

As the adult plumage of this species is undescribed, I 
append the following description. 


SARCIOPHORUS SUPERCILIOSUS (Reichenow). 


3, Rio del Rey. A broad, sandy or very pale rufous fore- 
head; crown and nape black, a well-developed pendent yellow 
wattle in front of the eye, remainder of the head and neck 
uniform ashy grey. Back, scapulars, lesser, median, and the 
basal portion of the greater wing-coverts uniform pale olive- 
brown with a greenish gloss. Upper tail-coverts and tail 
white; the latter with the end half of the centre tail-feather 
black, this black band rapidly narrowing and becoming sub- 
terminal towards the outer feathers, and almost obliterated 
on the outer webs of the tail, where it is only indicated by a 
dusky shade. Primaries jet-black, with narrow white bases 
which do not show beyond the under wing-coverts. Greater 
wing-coverts broadly tipped with white; secondaries white, 
with black ends to all but the innermost ones, the black ends 
increasing in breadth towards the outermost feathers. Crop 
chocolate-colour, with a vinous shade; remainder of the 
underparts of the body, axillaries, and under wing-coverts 
white. Colour of the bill uncertain, but probably deep red, 
with a pale end. Legs reddish black. Total length 10°5 
inches, culmen 0°8, wing 7°6, tail 3:2, tarsus 2°1. 

The second specimen is similar to the one described. 

The young bird described by Reichenow agrees very closely 
with the adult example from West Africa in its dimensious, 
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but differs from it in having the crop rusty brown (instead 
of vinous chocolate), and in having the crown dark brown 
(instead of black), with the rusty brown of the forehead pro- 
longed into a stripe over each eye. 

The genus Sarciophorus, like Lobivanellus, has wattles in 
front of the eye, but has been separated on account of its 
members having only three toes ; the hallux, or hind toc, being 
entirely absent. The type, S. tectus, like the present species, 
has no spur on the wing. 

The genus Sarciophorus comprises four species :— 

1. S. tectus, from N.E. Africa and Senegambia. 

2. S. superciliosus, Cameroons and Lake Tanganyika. 
3. S. malabarica, India. 

4. S. pectoralis, Australia. 

S. superciliosus, when adult, may be readily distinguished 
from all other Plovers by its pale, rufous-shaded forehead, 
its black crown, and chocolate-coloured erop. 

At all ages it may be diagnosed from every other species 
of the group by its combination of four characters—small 
wattle, red legs, no hind toe, and white outer tail-feathers. 


XLII.—Note on Baza ceylonensis. By SamureL Brien, 
of Catton, Coslanda, Ceylon. (Communicated by J. H. 
GURNEY.) 


Towarps the end of April I was delighted to find that a pair 
of Baza ceylonensis had taken up their quarters in a piece of 
old forest of about five or six acres left on this estate, near 
my bungalow, where the old trees have been thinned out, but a 
few giants are left, and these they particularly haunted. 
I would not molest the birds, in the hope they might nest, but 
they only stayed two or three weeks. Their sailing high in 
the air over the trees and playing in the air was a treat to 
see; and their peculiar tumbling, like that of a Tumbler 
Pigeon, was especially pretty, though the male only seemed 
to do this. He would first rise, with a few laboured flaps of 
the wings, almost perpendicularly, perhaps at an angle of 70° 
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